Work package 7: Prepare and commission shared research programmes

Database on the research projectsin the M editerranean

The partner states of Marifish project and whichrtipgate in the regional project for the
Mediterranean as it was organized during the Mdripartner meeting in Athens and was included
in WP7, have agreed through a mutually signed Mmpromote common scientific activities within
this project. These activities will be implementsdthe Mediterranean partner countries of Marifish
or any other country which would be interested &ntipipate. The general title of the project is
“Towards an ecosystem based approach for fishen@msagement in the Mediterranean: Essential
fish habitats and their trophic interactions”.

For the better organization of the project, the Nethnean partner countries of Marifish and
namely Greece, France and Spain, decided to edtablcommon database of information related to
research projects which are carried out in the kMedinean waters. The Mediterranean partner
states consider that this database will be enlargegdificantly with the input from other
Mediterranean countries for which there is an ¢fi@join Marifish project.

The first contribution from IAMC-CNR (ltaly), spdaally from the Group of Interdisciplinary
Oceanography of the laboratory located in Mazald/dio (Sicily), is including.

The final goal is to include all research actigtighich are carried out in the region.

The aforementioned database is different from titalthse established for the general needs of the
Marifish project since its aim is to support theateition of localized research problems as well as
the needs of the regional Mediterranean project Q)M order to fulfill this purpose, the
Mediterranean database exhibits a different stradtuan the general Marifish database and includes
more information. These differences in aim and eonhjustify, at the moment, the existence of both
databases. However, both databases could homogenizged in the future should such a need
arise.



